Small, Safe, and
Humane: A Vision
for Prison Reform

T

he United States is home to 5 percent of the world’s population, yet nearly
25 percent of its imprisoned people. Our prisons systems are massive and
excessively punitive, often subjecting people to devastating conditions. We
incarcerate people of color at disproportionately higher rates. And because
few prisons offer treatment, job training, or cultures of respect and dignity,

many people are set up to fail when they come home. On top of these harms, decades of
research have shown that prisons fail to deliver sufficient public safety benefits that would
justify their use as our default punishment.
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It’s time to transform our nation’s prisons. We’re supporting bold ideas to
safely reduce prison populations, improve culture and conditions, increase
transparency, and bolster prospects for successful reintegration.
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