Building a National
Collaborative on Gun
Violence Research

The Urgent Need for Research
on Gun Violence
America is facing an epidemic of gun violence. On average, 96 people are killed with guns each day in the United States; for every one person
killed with guns, two more are injured.i Even more startling is that Americans are 25 times more likely to be shot and killed than in 22 other
high-income countries.ii Since 1999, more than 187,000 students have experienced a shooting on campus during school hours.iii
Because federal funding for research is quite limited, we lack basic information about the causes of gun violence and how to prevent it.iv
We don’t know, for example, how household gun ownership has changed over time, or how many people routinely carry concealed handguns.
We don’t know whether carrying a gun increases or decreases the risk of firearm assault. Bottom line: We don’t have the information
we need to craft evidence-backed gun policies to address gun violence and make our schools and country safer.
We cannot overstate the price our country has paid for the lack of federal support for research on gun violence. We have lost an opportunity to
test policies and interventions that might have saved lives. Were this any other public health crisis, the nation would have rallied all available
resources to reduce the incidence of harm and lost lives. In the absence of federal leadership, a number of states, universities, research
organizations, and foundations have taken important steps to support research on gun violence.v
While these efforts are commendable, they don’t meet the need for a national, coordinated effort aimed at building the empirical basis for policy
decisions. We believe it is time for philanthropy to come together to advance gun violence research in a systematic and coordinated manner.

Our Proposal: A National Collaborative
on Gun Violence Research
To that end, we are spearheading a national collaborative on gun
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Conclusion
As horrific mass shootings become all too frequent in this nation and as gun violence continues unabated, the philanthropic community has
an opportunity—indeed, a responsibility—to direct its resources toward supporting scientific research into causes and solutions. In light of
the fact that the federal government has spurned its obligation to support scientific research, the need is all the more urgent for a national
philanthropic consortium on gun violence to take the lead—not to further a political agenda but to support rigorous research. That research,
we believe, will be the foundation for policy decisions aimed at reducing this infuriating and inexplicable crisis afflicting our nation.
We have ample precedent. Philanthropic support for research into tobacco use, vehicle safety, and the causes and prevention of various
illnesses led to dramatic societal change. This research helped save lives. Despite the current political stasis, basic facts about guns and gun
safety—facts that remain elusive—will eventually reap incalculable benefits. Our investment in rigorous research will lead to more effective
public policies. Our investment will save lives.
We hope you will join us in this cause.
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